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Students of Agronomy,
Soils & Environmental Science

Darrel S. Metcalfe Student Journalism Contest

Purpose

The intent of this contest is to encourage and recognize writing by undergradu-
ate students on topics relating to agronomy, crop science, and/or soil science.
Students will gain experience in the entire publication process, from conception
through execution. This contest honors Dr. Darrel S. Metcalfe for his leadership
and commitment to students, championing quality communication skills.

Awards and Recognition

Winning entries (up to 3) will be published in Natural Sciences Education.
Authors will receive complimentary one-year subscriptions to the journal
Natural Sciences Education and cash awards of $500 for first place, $300
for second place, and $200 for third place. The results of the contest will
be announced in CSA News and the awards will be presented at the SASES
awards program held during the Annual Meeting.

Eligibility

All undergraduate students who are members of ASA, CSSA, and/or SSSA
are eligible to enter the contest, except those who have won first, second,
or third prize previously in this contest. Entries must be submitted prior
to a student's graduation.

Rules/Procedures

Review the official committee/contest guidelines for details. The follow-
ing is a summary of the contest rules.

1. Up to three entries can be submitted and certified by a single faculty
member/advisor.

2. Advisors will receive an email to certify the work submitted is that of
the student.

3. Papers written for a class can be used in the competition. Each manu-
script shall only be reviewed once. Only completed works should be
reviewed. The review may include comments but may not include
suggested verbiage. If the paper was graded for a class, this consti-
tutes one review and the manuscript may not be reviewed again.

4. The entry should be written as a science communication article, such
as that found in the CSA News magazine. Topics for science communi-
cation articles include an overview of the student’s research, a
professional’s research and/or career, new/emerging fields of science
or methodologies, or any topic that could be considered newsworthy
in the field of science associated with ASA, CSSA,SSSA, and SASES.

e The use of footnotes is not desirable; the use of subheadings is
desirable. The audience you are addressing should include those
reading CSA News (i.e., members of ASA, CSSA, SSSA), which is a
wide array of disciplines and educational levels.

5. Each manuscript must be an original effort by one author. The topic
should be newsworthy, fresh, and contain information valuable to
scientists, environmental professionals, agronomists, industry repre-
sentatives, farmers, and/or farm advisors.
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6. Manuscripts must be typed, double spaced, and target 1000 to 1500
words. Margins must be a minimum of 2.5 cm (1 inch) on all sides,
and 12-point font should be used. Title pages, tables, illustrations,
and captions are not counted as text and should be on separate
pages. Manuscripts with more 1500 words will be disqualified. The
title page is required and must give the name of author, university,
title of the entry, the words "Darrell S. Metcalfe Journalism Contest",
and the year.

7. At least one, and preferably more, digital photographs, tables,
graphs, or line drawings (or combination thereof) that illustrate the
subject matter of the manuscript must be included. Original artwork
is preferred, but free-stock photo sites are also acceptable (e.g.,
Unsplash, Pexels, Pixabay, Shutterstock, iStock) with appropriate
citation and permissions granted. All photographs, graphs, and/or
drawings must be at least 300 dpi.

Submission

Manuscripts and certification must be submitted online by the
deadline at: agronomy.org/awards under “Metcalfe Journalism Contest”.
The faculty member/advisor listed on the student manuscript submission
will receive a separate email requiring them to complete a certification
form. All certifications must be received by October 8 or the manuscript
will be disqualified.

Judging
Please reference the judging rubric located at acsmeetings.org/program/
undergraduates/journalism-contest
1. Content—50 Points
Topic (5), Title (5), Lead/Introduction (5), Focus (5), Writing Style/Voice
(5), Balance (5), Conclusion (10), Graphic (10)
2. Structure—50 Points
Organization (15), Sentence/Paragraph Structure (10), Word Choice
(5), Sources (5), Grammar (15)

3. BONUS—Fits Meeting Theme- Up to 5 Points

Contest Chair Contact:
Lisa Durson, USDA, lisa.durso@usda.gov

ASA e CSSA e SSSA Contact:
Brigid Moran, Manager of Student & Early Career Programs
bmoran@sciencesocieties.org | 608-268-4949
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