
Darrel S. Metcalfe Student Manuscript Contest 

Guidelines for Advisors 
Students of Agronomy, Soils and Environmental Sciences (SASES) 

 

Educators and employers have stressed the importance of communicating in today’s world. Employers seek 

competent employees with good communication skills. As a SASES club advisor, you are in a position to 

encourage our young scientists to improve their communication skills, ideally by participating in the ASA, 

CSSA, and SSSA Darrel S. Metcalfe Student Manuscript Contest. We encourage you to do so this year!  

 

As an advisor, you can:  

 Encourage students to enter the contest.  

 

 Have discussions with the student before the topic is chosen concerning winning manuscripts; articles 

that have appeared in trade publications, journals, and farm magazines, thus suggesting subject areas 

that might be developed for entry in the contest.  

 

 Point out sources of background information on the subject area in the library for the student and 

explain how to look up the information.  

 

 Make available to the student the contest rules and the How to Write a Winning Manuscript 

document; explain the details of what is and is not acceptable.  

 Refer the student to the most recent winning entry posted on the SASES web site to see what a top 

finishing manuscript looks like.  

 

 Show students the similarities and differences among trade publications, journals, and farm magazine 

articles.  

 

 Serve as reviewer for an initial draft of the paper. In this capacity you may make any suggestions 

about content and organization but must not do any rewriting (even parts of sentences) for the 

student. You may assign manuscripts as a class project. These papers are eligible for the contest with 

the same sort of review and no rewriting by anyone other than the student author. In other words, the 

composition must be written and revised entirely by the student, but reviewing is an important 

component in producing any quality paper. (Please read the contest rules before reviewing the paper.)  

 

 Explain the differences between a good and a not so good image, or invite someone from extension to 

speak on this subject to the club or club members who are thinking of entering the contest.  

 

 Take a collection of images of the manuscript subject matter or have a staff photographer take the 

images; the student must select the images that will be included in the manuscript.  

 


