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ASA Meeting Theme: Grand Challenges Great Solutions 
Theme 1: Cutting Edge Science 

Theme 2: More Traditional Sciences 

Theme 3: Other Crops and Soils Topics 

  

#   Titles   Theme 

1 Directions for future research in crop production.   1  

2  Biofuels ‐ are they energy negative, neutral, or positive?   1  

3  Future directions for extension programs in soil management.   1  

4 Transgenic crops: Frankenstein food or manna from heaven?   1  

5 Future role of agronomic crops in energy production.   1  

6 The future outlook for proprietary and generic crop protection chemicals.   1  

7 Biofuels – what crops and traits are needed?   1  

8 How will our concept of soil quality change soil management in the next century? 1  

9 Should plants with genes that impart pest resistance be regulated as pesticides?   1  

10 Do we rely too much on Roundup Ready crops?  1  

11 Will eating transgenic crops or animals that have been fed transgenic crops affect the 

chemistry of our bodies?   

1  

12 Bio‐terrorism: How can we protect our food and environment? 1  

13  What is the future of biochar in agriculture? 1  

14  Remediation or removal? What should we do with contaminated soil? 1  

15 What are the keys to sustainable food production systems? 1  

16  What biotechnology means for the future of soil and water conservation.   1  

17 How can guidance systems be used to make agricultural producers more efficient? 1  

18 What will be the soil amendments of the future? 1  

19 An American pioneer of crop and soils modeling: (select scientist of your choice)   1  



20  The role of pest growth forecasting models in IPM systems.   1  

21 Are natural pesticides like BT that end up in the soil taken up by other plants?   1  

22  Do natural pesticides like BT affect the microbial populations of soils?   1  

23 What is the impact of seed technology on crop production? 1  

24 What is the potential of a global carbon sequestration market for agriculture and 

forestry?  

1  

25  What is the global future of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in agriculture?   1  

26  The “Drought Resistance Gene” – Is it our next big advance?   1  

27  Is sequestering carbon compatible with other environmental goals important to 

agriculture?   

1  

28 Could labeling GMOs help our export markets?   1  

29 The Carbon Economy – can we remove plant material from fields and maintain soil 

productivity?   

1  

30 Introduction of new plants and animals – are they safe? 1  

 

31 Will the addition of soil microbes through seed treatments or other applications have 

a positive or negative long-term impact on crop production? 

2 

32 Is there a role for traditional plant breeding in modern agricultural research? 2  

33  What is the best approach to controlling Palmer Amaranth? 2  

34  Public versus private research: Future role of the Land Grant University system in 

development of agricultural technology.   

2  

35  Should Land Grant Universities be the only players in agricultural research? Why or 

why not?   

2  

36  Herbicide resistant weeds are here, so how do we cope?   2  

37  Can microorganism introduced to agricultural become “invasive” species? 2  

38  Where do organic crop production systems fit in modern agriculture? 2  

39  Cover crops – are they a waste or a resource? 2  

40  Can management‐intensive grazing technology protect water quality?   2  



41  Pioneering erosion research that paid off in a big way.   2  

42  Current and future relationship between agriculture and high‐quality drinking water 

supplies.   

2  

43  What is the future of research on crop nutrient management? 2  

44  Growing livestock feeds that reduce manure nutrient levels.   2  

45  Is crop rotation still needed in modern agriculture? 2  

46  Should agricultural lands be used as bio-filters for livestock waste and sewerage? 2  

47  What is the limit to the amount of land that we can irrigate? 2  

48  What is the role of US food exports – aid to the needy or sales to the wealthy? 2  

49  Should we allow imports of agricultural products that are not cultivated in a way that 

meets US regulations? 

2  

50  Farming to preserve and protect urban water supplies at the large watershed level   2  

51  Achieving soil sustainability in the next 100 years   2  

52  Can agriculture be a solution to the reduction of greenhouse gasses?   2  

53  The role of grain exports in the US balance of trade.   2  

54  Global trends support strong future demand for agricultural products.   2 

55  What are the three most significant technological developments in US agriculture 

over past 50 years  

2  

56 Do we need to be concerned that the average age of farmers keeps increasing? 2  

57  Does the US have an obligation to produce food for other countries? 2  

58  Traditional agronomy produces food, feed, and fiber – where do biofuels fit? 2  

59  How can society reward farmers for multifunctional landscapes?   2  

60  Who benefits in the global agricultural market system?   2  

 

 

61  Our food is safe for humans to eat because.....   3  



62  Are there downsides to genetically‐engineered crops?   3  

63  Can agricultural producers be both productive and environmentally friendly?   3  

64  Should crop production potential be used in tax assessment of agricultural land?   3  

65  Strategies to reformulate the links between plant and animal agriculture.   3  

66  New tillage practices – will/do they really make a difference?   3  

67  Future sustainable water use in agriculture: Challenges and constraints.   3  

68  Should farming systems be rated for impacts on water quality?   3  

69  The future for custom applicators of crop protection chemicals.   3  

70  Where do we stand on sustainable agriculture?   3  

71  Future manure handling alternatives for clean water.   3  

72  Advances in farm equipment – Can farmers afford it? Will they be able to survive 

without it?   

3  

73  Soil, one of our most important assets, do we take it for granted?   3  

74  How will agronomists contribute to future development of biofuels?   3  

75  The role of climate in agriculture was established by ______________.   3  

76  Agricultural progress in the developing world will be hampered by the information 

and technology divide between have and have‐nots.   

3  

77  Certified professionals in agronomy: An anachronism or more vital than ever before 

in the information age?   

3  

78  Does agriculture play a role in the re‐building of Iraq?   3  

79  Government price supports – Other countries do not have them, should we? The 

impact without them?   

3  

89  How will technology change agricultural education?   3  

90  Will distance education really work in an applied science like Agriculture?   3  

91  Crops used as a fuel source – Best scenario, or are there better alternatives?   3  

92  The role of the American farmer in global agriculture  3  



93  World Hunger – a Malthusian Perspective  3  

94  How will climate change affect agricultural productivity in the US?  3  

95 How should we deal with unintended consequences of cropping inputs, such as 

effects of glyphosate on soil microbes or systemic insecticides on bees and other 

beneficial insects? 

3 

96 Who are the most important customers of the Land Grant Universities – farmers or 

consumers? 

 

97 Herbicide resistant weeds – are they really a problem? 3 

98 Climate change or population growth – which is the greater threat to the 

sustainability of planet? 

3 

99 Solutions for managing the agricultural‐urban interface in the 21st century.   3 

100 Should land-grant universities patent crop varieties or other agronomic technologies 

they develop? 

3 

101 What strategies can be implemented to slow down urban sprawl into agricultural 

lands?  

3 

102 How does agriculture affect the sustainability of our planet?   3  

103 The shrinking class of mid‐sized commercial family farms and the challenges they 

face to survive.   

3  

104 Insects, diseases, natural disasters, and record fuel prices – Can the family farm 

survive?   

3  

105 How does the changing climate affect our vision for a sustainable planet? 3 

 

  

  

  

  

  
 


