
 
 National Agronomy Student Speech Contest  

2010 Titles  
ASA meeting Theme: Green Revolution 2.0: Food+Energy and Environmental Security  
Theme 1: Cutting Edge Science  
Theme 2: More Traditional Sciences  
Theme 3: Other 
 

#  Titles  Theme 
1 Directions for future research in crop production.  1  
2  Biofuels - are they energy negative, neutral, or positive?  1  
3  Future directions for extension programs in soil management.  1  
4 Transgenic crops: Frankenstein food or manna from heaven?  1  
5  Future role of agronomic crops in energy production.  1  
6 The future outlook for proprietary and generic crop protection chemicals.  1  
7 Biofuels – what crops and traits are needed?  1  
8 How the soil quality concept will change soil management in the next century.  1  
9 Should plants with genes that impart pest resistance be regulated as pesticides?  1  
10 Are we relying too much on Roundup Ready crops?  1  
11 Will eating transgenic crops or animals that have been fed transgenic crops affect the 

chemistry of our bodies?  
1  

12 Bio-terrorism and keeping our food and environment safe.  1  
13 Do we know if transgenic genes can ‘jump ship’ from new biotech crops to related 

plants that might become tomorrow’s nightmare weeds?  
1  

14 Crop-microbe symbiosis: The next frontier for sustainable agriculture.  1  
15 Precision agriculture and environmental protection: Current and future issues.  1  
16 What biotechnology means for the future of soil and water conservation.  1  
17 How can guidance systems be used to make agricultural producers more efficient?  1  
18 Remediation or removal? What to do with contaminated soil.  1  
19 The American pioneers of crop modeling include ________.  1  
20 The role of pest growth forecasting models in IPM systems.  1  
21 Are natural pesticides like BT that end up in the soil taken up by other plants?  1  
22 Do natural pesticides like BT affect the microbial population in the soil?  1  
23 The impact of seed technology on crop production.  1  
24 The potential of a global carbon sequestration market for agriculture and forestry.  1  
25 What is the global future of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in agriculture?  1  
26 The “Drought Gene” – Is it our next big advancement?  1  
27 Is sequestering carbon compatible with other environmental goals important to 

agriculture?  
1  

28 Could labeling GMO help our export markets?  1  
29 The Carbon Economy – can we remove plant material and maintain soil productivity?  1  
30 Introduction of new and existing plants and animals – are they safe?  1  
31 Herbicide resistant weeds – are they really a problem?  1  
32 Directions for future extension programming in crop production.  2  
33 Directions for future research in soil management.  2  
34 Public versus private research: Future role of the Land Grant University system in 

development of agricultural technology.  
2  



35 Should Land Grant Universities be the only players in agricultural research? Why or 
why not?  

2  

36 Herbicide resistant weeds are here, so how do we cope?  2  
37 Solutions for managing the US agricultural-urban interface in the 21st century.  2  
38 Who should develop our commercial crop varieties and hybrids?  2  
39 Should universities release their varieties exclusively to one company?  2  
40 What are the challenges and constraints agriculture faces in the sustainable use of water? 2  
41 Can management-intensive grazing technology protect water quality?  2  
42 Pioneering erosion research that paid off in a big way.  2  
43 Current and future relationship between agriculture and high-quality drinking water 

supplies.  
2  

44 The future of multiple-crop, herbicide-resistant technology in the US.  2  
45 Growing feeds that reduce manure nutrient levels.  2  
46 Can crop protection chemical use and clean water coexist?  2  
47 Agriculture and conservation: A critical alliance now and in the future.  2  
48 Who should regulate the development and release to the public of bio-engineered crops? 2  
49 Collaboration: Key to successful IPM implementation.  2  
50 Farmland Preservation - Can a case be made while food is abundant and plentiful, or 

will a crisis be necessary to mobilize the American public?  
2  

51 Farming to preserve and protect urban water supplies at the large watershed level.  2  
52 Achieving soil sustainability in the next 100 years.  2  
53 Can agriculture be a solution to the reduction of greenhouse gasses?  2  
54 The role of grain exports in the US balance of trade.  2  
55 Global trends support strong future demand for agricultural products.  2  
56 The three most significant technological developments in the past 100 years of US 

agriculture have been ___________ because ___________.  
2  

57 Water for Agriculture- Integrated water management.  2  
58 What is the future of organic farming – can it meet our need for food?  2  
59 Bio-intensive agriculture- Renewing Earth and People (REP)  2  
60 How can society reward farmers for multifunctional landscapes?  2  
61 Who benefits in the global agricultural market system?  2  
62 Our food is safe for humans to eat because.....  3  
63 Are there downsides to genetically-engineered crops?  3  
64 Can agricultural producers be both productive and environmentally friendly?  3  
65 Should crop production potential be used in tax assessment of agricultural land?  3  
66 Strategies to reformulate the links between plant and animal agriculture.  3  
67 New tillage practices – will/do they really make a difference?  3  
68 What strategies can be implemented to slow down urban sprawl into agricultural lands?  3  
69 The hobby or life-style farm: What drives it forward into the 21st century?  3  
70 The shrinking class of mid-sized commercial family farms and the challenges they face 

to survive.  
3  

71 Insects, diseases, natural disasters, record fuel prices – Can the family farm survive?  3  
72 Future sustainable water use in agriculture: Challenges and constraints.  3  
73 Should farming systems be rated for impacts on water quality?  3  
74 The future for custom applicators of crop protection chemicals.  3  
75 Where do we stand on sustainable agriculture?  3  
76 Future manure handling alternatives for clean water.  3  



77 Advances in farm equipment – Can farmers afford it? Will they be able to survive 
without it?  

3  

78 Soil, one of our most important assets, do we take it for granted?  3  
79 How will agronomists contribute to future development of biofuels?  3  
80 The role of climate in agriculture was established by ______________.  3  
81 Agricultural progress in the developing world will be hampered by the information and 

technology divide between have and have-nots.  
3  

82 Certified professionals in agronomy: An anachronism or more vital than ever before in 
the information age?  

3  

83 Does agriculture play a role in the re-building of Iraq?  3  
84 Government price supports – Other countries do not have them, should we? The impact 

without them?  
3  

85 How will technology change agricultural education?  3  
86 Will distance education really work in an applied science like Agriculture?  3  
87 Crops used as a fuel source – Best scenario, or are there better alternatives?  3  

 


